19th Sunday After Pentecost

19 October, 2014
Epistle/Cantor Schedule

Welcome to our Visitors: We are honored to have you
come to worship with us. You may find the worship of
the Ancient Church rather different. If you are unfamiliar with the worship of the Byzantine Church,
simply listen to the Liturgy and allow the rest of the
congregation to carry you in worship. We understand
Communion to be an act of the unity of our Faith; however, while we
work towards it, this unity regrettably does not now exist. Therefore,
only baptized Catholics in the State of Grace are permitted to participate in Holy Communion.

DIVINE LITURGY & PARISH SCHEDULE
Sun. 19th th 19th Sunday after Pentecost

His Grace, Bishop Gerald N. Dino Presiding
10 am Living & Deceased Parishioners
Monday—Friday Fr. James is on Retreat in Carefree, AZ
Sun. 21st 20th Sunday after Pentecost
10 am Living & Deceased Parishioners

Weeklong Candle Intentions
ETERNAL LIGHT: Special Intentions of Sanctuary Group
CHRIST: + Blessed Repose Betsy Hanna (Mary Lou Lloyd)
CHRIST: Blessings to Dr Bruce Terry (Helen Malinik)
THEOTOKOS: Special Intention (Helen Bruce)
THEOTOKOS: Blessings to Ruth Terry (Helen Malinick)
CHRIST ENTHRONED: Blessing to Synod Fathers in Rome

Candle Intentions can be requested by filling out an envelope
found in the Narthex. Donation is $4.00

10/19/2014
10/26/2014

Ron Pasmant
REHEARSAL
Marc Brown
Kester Bailey
REHEARSAL
Mike Petyo

11/02/2014
11/09/2014

2 Corinthians 11:31-12:9
9:00 - 9:45 am
Galatians 1:11-19
Galatians 2:16-20
9:00 - 9:45 am
Galatians 6:11-18

Tithes, Gifts & Finances: 12 October, 2014
Tithes
$3,913.00
Youth
12.36
Candles
16.00
Gift Shop
140.00
Flower
40.00
Priests’ Insurance (Eparchy) 825.00
Air Conditioning
50.00
Sp. Lighting Contributions 2,709.43
Kitchen Supplies
125.00
Oktoberfest
990.50
Lunch 571.50
Bar
115.00
Raffle 304.00
Mortgage Reduction
50.00
Principal Reduction
120.00

Total

$8,991.29

FLOWER DONATIONS in front of the Icon of the Theotokos
this morning are in honor of Florence Zaino by Fran & Paul
Bisaha.
FLOWER DONATIONS in front of our Lord’s Icon have been
given anonymously.
Thanks to Chris Gerola for the donation of the funds to pay
for new lighting to be added to the tile work of the Triumph
of the Holy Cross and around the parish hall.

Please remember in your prayers: , Richard Sesma, Deanna Keefe,
Jean Mayo (Rita’s Mother), Rita and Robert Pipta, Ron Lowery &
Family, Libby Distefano, Alex Vida, Susan Dovin, Evdokiya
Obushko, Robert M. Weil and Kay Weil, Janet Lambert, Dolores
Demko, and Ron & Carol and Gilbert & Sally Pasmant, Ethan
McArthur. That the Lord have mercy and save His people undergoing persecution in Pakistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria, Egypt and other lands.
The Holy Father’s Prayer intentions for October: Peace. That the
Lord may grant peace to those parts of the world most battered by war
and violence.
World Mission Day. That World Mission Day may rekindle in every
believer zeal for carrying the Gospel into all the world

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR MILITARY: Jerelle
Hamaker, Dennis Lloyd, Scott Nale, Michael Perko, Matt Reynolds,
Robert Skopeck Jr.

OUR ALTAR SERVERS
Erik Cline, Anthony Gath, Greg Gath, Marcus Cabrera, Jonny
Weil & Andrew Sarsam

Our thanks to Don & Irene Knapp for their contribution of $100
in honor of + Elaine Dill, the grandmother of Sandie Knapp.

Our thanks to all who donated and worked so hard to make the
Oktoberfest last weekend such a success. We grossed $1,542.50!

CATHOLICISM SERIES
Oct. 19th Bishop Gerald Dino
Luncheon.
Oct 26th A Body Both Suffering And Glorious –
The Mystical Union Of Christ And The Church Fr.
Barron presents the reality of the Church as "one,
holy, Catholic and apostolic", and explores the Catholic conviction that the life and presence of Christ continues to embrace humanity in all its joys and sorrows
through the presence of the Church.
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THE VOCATION TRAVELING
ICON is at the home of Jean Berardi until
Nov. 2nd. Please join your prayers with hers
that the Lord will bless His Holy Church with
more priests, monks and religious.

October 20th Holy Great Martyr Artemius of Antioch was a
prominent military leader during the
reigns of the emperor Constantine the
Great (May 21), and his son and successor Constantius (337-361). Artemius
received many awards for distinguished
service and courage. He was appointed
viceroy of Egypt. In this official position he did much for the spreading and
strengthening Christianity in Egypt.
St Artemius was sent by the
emperor Constantius to bring the relics
of the holy Apostle Andrew from
Patras, and the relics of the holy Apostle Luke from Thebes of Boeotia, to
Constantinople. The holy relics were
placed in the Church of the Holy Apostles beneath the table of
oblation. The emperor rewarded him by making him ruler of
Egypt.
The emperor Constantius was succeeded on the throne
by Julian the Apostate (361-363). Julian in his desire to restore
paganism was extremely antagonistic towards Christians, sending
hundreds to their death. At Antioch he ordered the torture of two
bishops unwilling to forsake the Christian Faith.
During this time, St Artemius arrived in Antioch and
publicly denounced Julian for his impiety. The enraged Julian
subjected the saint to terrible tortures and threw the Great Martyr
Artemius into prison. While Artemius was praying, Christ, surrounded by angels, appeared to him and said, “Take courage,
Artemius! I am with you and will preserve you from every hurt
which is inflicted upon you, and I already have prepared your
crown of glory. Since you have confessed Me before the people
on earth, so shall I confess you before My Heavenly Father.
Therefore, take courage and rejoice, you shall be with Me in My
Kingdom.” Hearing this, Artemius rejoiced and offered up glory
and thanksgiving to Him. On the following day, Julian demanded that St Artemius honor the pagan gods. Meeting with
steadfast refusal, the emperor resorted to further tortures. The
saint endured all without a single moan. The saint told Julian that
he would be justly recompensed for his persecution of Christians.
Julian became furious and resorted to even more savage tortures,
but they did not break the will of the saint. Finally Artemius was
beheaded. His relics were buried by Christians. After the death
of St Artemius, his prophecy about Julian the Apostate’s impending death came true.
Julian left Antioch for a war with the Persians. Near the
Persian city of Ctesiphon, Julian came upon an elderly Persian,
who agreed to betray his countrymen and guide Julian’s army.
The old man deceived Julian and led his army into the Karmanite
wilderness, where there was neither food nor water. Tired from
hunger and thirst, Julian’s army battled against fresh Persian
forces. Divine retribution caught up with Julian the Apostate.
During the battle he was mortally wounded by an unseen hand
and an unseen weapon. Julian groaned deeply said, “You have
conquered, Galilean!” After the death of the apostate emperor,
the relics of the Great Martyr Artemius were transferred with
honor from Antioch to Constantinople.
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BOOK CLUB I am interested in starting a
book club for our parish similar to the Orthodox/
Catholic one a few of us attend in Irvine. We
would move at a slightly slower pace—covering a
book over two months instead of one each months.
The books would be chosen on a rotational basis;
first an Orthodox book would be read and the next time a Catholic book. The topics would be in the area of prayer, spirituality
and maybe Christian reflection on the modern world. More than
likely we would meet on a work night. If you think you might be
interested in attending—no firm commitment, just if you think
you might be interested— please speak with Father James.

FROM THE DESK OF MARCUS CABRERA: We
are pleased to say that the Spirit has been stirring among our
Catholic youth! Our first youth gathering held on September 27th
- right after the craft fair - brought hope and invigoration to our
new ministry. Five pizzas were inhaled by the ten teenagers at the
beginning of the night, which then followed with prayer in the
church with Father James. We finished the night watching “For
Greater Glory,” which is arguably the best Christian - and Catholic - movie ever.
Our next gathering is Saturday, November 1st. But this time
it will be for all ECF children! It will be an All Saints’ party.
The children and Youth will be encouraged to dress up as
their favorite Saints. Maybe St. Mark or St James or St.
Francis or your holy patron. Keep an eye out for the announcement, and if you have a high schooler, encourage him/her to bring
a friend!
Our first gathering was fun and contained a sense of family.
There are thoughts of heading to one of the craft shops that came
to the fair, hiking with the Melkites at Holy Cross, and more.
Contact Marcus Cabrera at themcab@gmail.com if you have any
questions, and to not miss the final announcement.

If you are questioning how a Ladybug fits into an All Saints Party,
you have only to think of the 11th plague on Egypt, whose record
only appears in rare Jewish Midrash! (Fr. James)
Not sure where to find costume ideas? For Boys: http://
www.catholicicing.com/all-saints-day-costume-ideas-for-boys/
Or for Girls: http://www.catholicicing.com/all-saints-daycostume-ideas-for-girls/

Save the Date: November 9th There will
be a “Bayanihan” Filipino Dinner right after
Liturgy. There will be BBQ chicken and
pork, Noodles, banana fritters, Pandesal and
two kinds of rice, and entertainment.
Takeouts will be available.
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SEPARATION, DIVORCE, DISSOLUTION OF THE
BOND, AND REMARRIAGE: THEOLOGICAL AND
PRACTICAL APPROACHES OF THE ORTHODOX
CHURCHES by Cyril Vasil, S.J. (Secretary of Congregation
for Eastern Churches)
Influence of Roman and Byzantine Civil Law on Divorce and Second
Marriages
In the pre-Christian era Roman law permitted divorce in general for two
sets of motives: upon agreement of the parties (dissidium), or on the
basis of a fault by one of the parties (repudium). […]
The greatest reformer of Roman law, the emperor Justinian
(527–565), personally desired that his reform of marriage law be applied
also within the Church. […] Novella 117 of Justinian was a compromise
between the tradition of the Eastern Church, which permitted separation
for reasons of adultery or in order to enter a monastery, and Roman law,
which permitted divorce for many more reasons.
It is often asserted that the Eastern Church, in its desire to live
in harmony with civil authorities, often made concessions at the cost of
compromising the message of the gospel. However, during the first millennium we can say that even in the East the Church adhered to the
axiom of Saint Jerome: “aliae sunt leges Caesarum aliae Christi” (the
laws of Caesar are one thing, the laws of Christ another). […]
We first notice a real change in the Nomocanon in 14 titles
compiled by Patriarch Photius of Constantinople in 883. This collection
affirms the indissolubility of marriage while it also provides a list of
causes for divorce introduced by Justinian’s legislation. The successive
development in the Byzantine Empire reinforced the role of the Church,
while the Church accepted a new relationship to the State. […]
Up until the end of the ninth century, it was still possible to
contract a civil marriage, but by the year 895, on the basis of Emperor
Leo VI’s Novella 89, the Church was declared the only institution with
legal competence for the celebration of matrimony. In this way, the
priestly blessing became a necessary part of the legal act of marriage.
Thus, the Church became the guarantor of marriage as a social
institution. Following this, ecclesiastical tribunals gradually, and then in
1086 definitively, received exclusive competence for the examination of
marriage cases. As a consequence the Eastern Church had to conform its
practices to State and civil legislation. Then once civil legislation began
to allow divorce and successive remarriages, the Eastern Church was
obligated to recognize these practices. […]
The successive spread of Christianity from its center in Constantinople to other missionary territories and nations brought about the
geographical extension of the judicial-disciplinary practices of this tradition as well as the diffusion of the theological principles that founded
such practices.
In this context today, we see diverse Orthodox Churches,
which, despite the fact that they are institutionally and hierarchically
separate, nevertheless follow most of the same disciplinary and spiritual
principles.
Divorce in the Russian Orthodox Church
Once Christianity arrived in Russia from ancient Byzantium,
the provisions of Byzantine law regarding divorce were incorporated into
its laws along with some modifications regarding the Russian situation.
[…] In the so-called synodal period (1721–1917), a fixed number of
reasons for divorce was established and clarified by State authorities in
collaboration with ecclesiastical authorities. […]
In 1917–1918 the Pan-Russian Council (Vserossijskij Pomestnij Sobor) of the Russian Orthodox Church adopted new regulations
concerning divorce, reacting to recent secular laws established by the
Soviets. […]
The Synod established on April 7 and 20, 1918, that marriage
blessed by the Church is indissoluble. Divorce “is admitted by the
Church only in condescension to human weakness and out of care for the
salvation of man”, on the conditions that there has been a breakup of the
marriage and that reconciliation is impossible. The decision to concede
an ecclesiastical divorce falls under the competence of the ecclesiastical
tribunals, which work at the request of the spouses, provided that the
reason presented for divorce conforms to those approved by the Holy
Synod. […]
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The Russian Orthodox Church today admits fourteen valid reasons for
permitting divorce. […] However, from the study of actual divorce decrees or declarations issued by the bishops of the Russian Orthodox
Church, it seems that it is not possible to deduce any particular method
for conducting a canonical investigation, or to understand clearly the
reasoning behind the application of a given motive for granting divorce.
Often one simply finds in this documentation an ecclesiastical divorce
decree, together with the request presented by the interested party, a
statement that the couple has not been living together, and an indication
that a civil divorce has been granted. Following this, the dissolution of
the religious marriage and permission to remarry is granted.
Concluding Considerations
[…] For the Catholic canonist accustomed to reasoning according to categories of matrimonial procedural law, it is often difficult
to understand the fact that, in the Orthodox Church, there is no talk ever
about procedural questions about marriage cases per se, that is, there are
no roles for an advocate, a promoter of justice, a defender of the bond,
and there are no instances of appeal, among other juridical structures.
The Orthodox Churches have practically never elaborated a
clear doctrine regarding the indissolubility of marriage that could bring
the New Testament requirements to the judicial level. This fact is the key
that allows us to understand why the Orthodox Churches, even through
the expressions of their supreme authorities – oftentimes only passively
– accept the sociological reality. […]
The Position of the Catholic Church
The Catholic Church does not recognize the procedures involved in the declaration of the dissolution of a marriage bond, or those
applied in the case of a divorce on account of adultery, in the manner in
which these procedures are employed by a number of Orthodox
Churches, nor does it recognize the Orthodox application of the principle
of oikonomia (which, in this case, is considered contrary to divine law),
because these dissolutions presuppose the intervention of an ecclesiastical authority in the breakup of a valid marriage agreement.
In the decisions in these matters reached by the authority of the
Orthodox Churches, the distinction between a “declaration of nullity”,
“annulment”, “dissolution”, or “divorce” is usually lacking or is practically unknown. […]
Many Orthodox Churches do little more than simply ratify the
divorce sentence issued by the civil court. In other Orthodox Churches,
as, for example, in the Middle East, in which ecclesial authorities hold
exclusive competence in matrimonial matters, declarations dissolving
religious marriages are issued solely by applying the principle of oikonomia.
At the beginning of this essay we asked whether the Orthodox
practice could represent “a way out” for the Catholic Church in the face
of the growing instability of sacramental marriages, by providing a pastoral approach toward those Catholics who, after the failure of a sacramental marriage and a subsequent civil divorce, contract a second, civil
marriage.
Before responding to this question, another question should be
posed. Is it thinkable to resolve the difficulties that Christian marriages
must confront in the contemporary world by lowering the demands of
indissolubility? […]
Christ brought his new, revolutionary message, one that was
“countercultural” to the pagan world. His disciples announced his good
news, fearlessly presenting near impossible demands that contradicted
the culture of that age. The world today is perhaps similarly marked by
the neo-paganism of consumption, comfort, and egoism, full of new
cruelties committed by methods ever more modern and ever more dehumanizing. Faith in supernatural principles is now more than ever subject
to humiliation.
All this brings us to consider whether “hardness of heart” is a
convincing argument to muddle the clearness of the teaching of the Gospel on the indissolubility of Christian marriage.
But as a response to the many questions and doubts, and to the
many temptations to find a “short cut” or to “lower the bar” for the existential leap that one makes in the great “contest” of married life, in all
this confusion among so many contrasting and distracting voices, still
today resound the words of the Lord: “What therefore God has joined
together, let not man put asunder” (Mk 10:9).

Summary of Archbishop Vasil’s article is from: http://
chiesa.espresso.repubblica.it/articolo/1350879?eng=y

